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Democracy on Display at Women’s March - Page 5

After more than a century in private ownership and industrial use, 101 acres at Crooked Palm are now permanent-
ly protected for public benefit, marking a milestone for community access, regional climate resilience, and habitat 
restoration in Ventura County.
	 Located in an area where residents experience some of the highest pollution levels in California, Crooked 
Palm’s conservation delivers long-overdue access to clean, healthy outdoor space. The protection of this land 

also secures more than 45 acres of important 
habitat, strengthens the Ventura River 
watershed, and advances California’s 30×30 
conservation goals.
	  “Crooked Palm’s transformation from 
an abandoned industrial site to protected 
land is a victory for Ventura and all Califor-
nians. Restoring this land protects habitat, 
strengthens regional climate resilience, and 
opens healthy access to the outdoors in a 
community where it’s needed most,” said 
Guillermo Rodriguez, Vice President of the 
Pacific Region and California State Director

Continued on page 2

The Ventura Unified School District (VUSD) Board of Education has directed staff to begin a clear, evidence-based 
process to evaluate whether any school sites should be considered for closure as early as the 2027-2028 school year. 
As part of this effort, the District is forming a School Closures Advisory Committee to study enrollment trends, 
review criteria, analyze data, and provide a recommendation to the Board of Education.
	 This process is in its early stages. The School Closures Advisory Committee is expected to begin meeting in 
March 2026, meet monthly, and bring a recommendation to the Board by October 2026. Even if the Board were 
to approve any closures, no school would close before the 2027–2028 school year.
	 For several years, VUSD closely monitored enrollment trends, watching to see if post-COVID declines might 
stabilize. However, enrollment continues to decline by approximately 300 students per year. Regional data also 
shows sustained decreases in birth rates, 
fewer families moving into the area due to 
the high cost of living, and an aging popu-
lation. Together, these trends require the 
District to carefully assess how many school 
sites are needed to best serve current and 
future students.
	 Many VUSD schools are operating 
below their intended capacity. Maintaining 
under-utilized campuses requires resources 
that could otherwise be invested directly in 
classrooms, student programs, and learning 
opportunities. The District has a responsi-
bility to review our internal processes and 
procedures to ensure public funds entrusted 

Continued on page 2

Carbajal Urges 
Review of 
Vandenberg 
Super-Heavy 
Launch Plans
U.S. Representative Salud Carbajal 
(D-CA-24) has urged the Department 
of the Air Force and U.S. Space Force to 
carefully evaluate the community, envi-
ronmental, and operational impacts of a 
proposed super-heavy rocket launch pad 
at Vandenberg Space Force Base.
	 In a letter to Air Force Secretary Troy 
Meink and Space Force Chief General 
Chance Saltzman, Carbajal acknowl-
edged Vandenberg’s importance to 
national security and the Central Coast 
economy. However, he stressed that 
increased launch activity has already 
created significant noise and environ-
mental pressures.
	 “Vehicles launched from Vanden-
berg travel south along the coast, and 
sonic booms affect communities far 
downrange,” Carbajal wrote. “A su-
per-heavy vehicle would likely increase 
both the severity and geographic reach of 
those impacts.”
	 He also highlighted concerns about 
the base’s unique ecosystem, which 
supports hundreds of plant and animal 
species, including 17 federally listed as

Continued on page 15

From Industry to Open Space: 
Crooked Palm Permanently Protected

VUSD Reviews Possible School Closures

Congressman Salud Carbajal represents 
the 24th Congressional District of 
California.
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Crooked Palm Permanently Protected
Continued from page 1
for Trust for Public Land. “For the first 
time in more than a century, this land will 
increase connection to the Ventura River 
and provide the public with the physical and 
mental health benefits that come with close-
to-home access to nature.”
	 For the first time in over 100 years, the 
former agricultural fertilizer and oil refinery 
property can no longer be used for industrial 
or commercial purposes. The site creates a 
new connection point to the Ventura River/
Ojai Valley Trail, a 16-mile regional corridor 

VUSD Reviews Possible School Closures
Continued from page 1 
to the Ventura Unified School District 
are being used efficiently and thought-
fully, while remaining focused on student 
success.
	 The School Closures Advisory 
Committee will include teachers, staff, 
families, students, and community 
members from across the City. The 
committee will review a wide range of 
information, including district enroll-
ment and school capacity data, facility 
utilization, financial impacts, housing 
and population trends, and demographic 
projections prepared by a professional 
demographer. All materials reviewed 
by the committee will be made publicly 
available on the District website.
	 “We understand that this process 
may bring a range of emotions for our 
students, staff, families, and community,” 
said Marieanne Quiroz, Public Infor-
mation Officer for Ventura Unified 
School District. “We are committed to 
creating meaningful opportunities for 
community feedback as the process 
unfolds, sharing all of the information 
reviewed by the committee, and ap-
proaching this work with transparency, 
care, and compassion.”
	 The committee does not make final 
decisions. Its role is to review data and 
provide a recommendation. Any decision 
regarding school closures would ulti-
mately be made by the Ventura Unified 
School District Board of Education at a 
public meeting.
	 Committee meetings will be held 
in accordance with the Brown Act, 
allowing the public to attend and provide 
comment. There will also be meaning-
ful opportunities for staff, students, 
families, and community members to 
share feedback throughout the process.
	 VUSD is currently building the 

City Launches Housing Workshop Series
The City of Ventura is launching Ventura 
Housing Connections, a free workshop 
series that helps tenants, property 
owners, and property managers build 
informed, successful rental relationships.
The workshops will deliver clear, 
practical guidance on rental rights and 
responsibilities, housing standards, com-
munication strategies, and local housing 
resources. Designed for both new and 
experienced renters and property owners, 
the series supports conflict prevention, 
stronger communication, and housing 
stability throughout Ventura.
	 “These workshops give people 
straightforward, reliable information 
they can use right away,” said Maruja 
Clensay, Assistant Community Devel-
opment Director. “By bringing tenants 
and property owners together in the 
same space, we’re helping reduce misun-
derstandings, improve communication, 
provide educational opportunities, and 
support stable housing across Ventura.”
Upcoming Workshops:
•	 Fair Housing Essentials - Thursday, 	
	 January 29

•	 Legal Landscape for Landlords - 	
	 Thursday, February 5
•	 Basics of Renting - Thursday, 		
	 February 26
	 The City presents the series in 
partnership with the Ventura County 
Coastal Association of Realtors and 
the Housing Rights Center, bringing 
property owners and tenants together to 
support informed and balanced housing 
conversations.
	 All workshops are free, open to the 
public, and hosted from 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
in the Community Meeting Room at City 
Hall, located at 501 Poli Street. Spanish 
interpretation will be provided upon 
request; registration is required.
	 These workshops are designed for: 
Anyone that lives in the City of Ventura; 
Tenants; Property owners (small and 
large); Realtors; Anyone interested in 
understanding Ventura’s rental housing 
landscape. Participants are encour-
aged to register in advance and submit 
questions ahead of time to help guide 
each session. For registration and more 
information, visit www.cityofventura.
ca.gov/VHCS.

processes and protocols that will guide 
this work. Meeting dates, agendas, and 
updates will be posted on the District 
website and shared through the Dis-
trict’s Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Community members are encouraged to 
follow these platforms to stay informed as 
the process moves forward. Community 
members are encouraged to:
Visit the District website and social 
media platforms for updates:
•	 Website: www.venturausd.org/
about/committees/school-closure-com-
mitee
•	 Facebook: www.facebook.com/
Venturausd/
•	 Instagram: www.instagram.com/
schoolventura/
•	 Read the monthly VUSD Connec-
tions Newsletter (families and staff)
•	 Attend School Closures Committee 
meetings
•	 Share questions or feedback by 
emailing VUSDSchoolsCommittee@ven-
turausd.org
	 The Ventura Unified School District 
appreciates the community’s partnership 
and engagement as this thoughtful, 
data-driven, and community-centered 
process begins.

that links communities to nature, recreation, 
and non-vehicular transportation options. 
This new access will reduce reliance on cars, 
expand opportunities for outdoor activity, 
and improve close-to-home access to nature’s 
proven health benefits.
	 The protection of Crooked Palm is the 
result of a partnership led by Trust for Public 
Land, Ventura Land Trust, and the California 
Natural Resources Agency. The property has 
been part of regional planning discussions 
since 2008, and its permanent conservation 
marks the beginning of a new chapter for the 
landscape and the community.
	 “The Ventura region falls within one of 
a few dozen biodiversity hotspots identified 
across the globe, making every acre conserved 
an important one,” said Melissa Baffa, 
Executive Director of Ventura Land Trust. 
“This property, along the Ventura River, just 
a short distance from an urban setting, and 
with a long history of industrial use, is an es-
pecially exciting acquisition for Ventura Land 
Trust. We are thrilled to have this opportu-
nity to take a bruised and blighted property 
and restore it to beautiful natural habitat that 
our human and wildlife neighbors will enjoy 
for generations. We are very thankful for the 
support of our conservation partners in this 
important project.”
	 “After generations of industrial use and 
pollution, Crooked Palm now offers safe, 
welcoming outdoor access in a community 
long denied it,” said California Natural 
Resources Secretary Wade Crowfoot. 
“Through strong collaboration, we secured 
important habitat, strengthened the Ventura 
River watershed, and took another meaning-
ful step toward California’s 30x30 conserva-
tion goals. This project reflects what partner-
ship delivers when public health, nature, and 
community come first.”
	 Following decades of industrial use, 
the property has undergone extensive en-
vironmental cleanup and infrastructure 
removal. Given this much improved state of 
the property, Ventura Land Trust now has 
an opportunity to reenvision this portion of 
the lower Ventura River with the community.  
While the protection of the property immedi-
ately provides for improved flood protection 
and habitat restoration, there are also future 
opportunities to activate the land in a way 
that reflects local open space and recreational 
priorities, and the unique ecology of the site.
	 Habitat restoration at Crooked Palm will 
support threatened and endangered species, 
improve floodwater management, and help 
reduce wildfire risk. In a region facing signif-
icant pollution burdens and climate stress, 
conserving this land brings meaningful and 
lasting health and environmental benefits.
	 The project was made possible thanks to 
the generous support of public and private 
partners, including Proposition 68 and the Cali-
fornia Natural Resources Agency’s Urban Flood 
Protection Program. California voters passed 
the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, 
Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access for All 
Act of 2018 (Proposition 68) on June 5, 2018, 
which authorized a competitive grant program 
for the purpose of multi-benefit projects in 
urbanized areas to address flooding.
About Trust for Public Land 
	 Trust for Public Land (TPL) is a national 
nonprofit that works to connect everyone 
to the benefits and joys of the outdoors. As 
a leader in equitable access to the outdoors, 
TPL works with communities to create 
parks and protect public land where they are 
needed most. Since 1972, TPL has protected 
more than  4 million acres  of public land, 
created more than 5,500 parks, trails, school-
yards, and iconic outdoor places, raised $112 
billion in public funding for parks and public 
lands, and connected  nearly  10  million 
people to the outdoors. To learn more, visit 
www.tpl.org.
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Living
Senior

Sheldon Brown enjoys a trial ride on Cycling Without Age Ventura, a unique, free 
program offering senior residents an outdoor cycling experience.

Wind, Wheels and Connection: 
Cycling Without Age Rolls 
Into Ventura
By Nella Nelson

Ring in the New Year with 
One Month on Us!

Enjoy comfortable living in a warm, welcoming 
community where comfort meets connection. 
Beautiful apartments and an engaging lifestyle 

make it easy to feel right at home.
Secure your apartment by January 31 and 

receive one month FREE.
Schedule a tour today! 

805.671.9700

10949 Telegraph Road, Ventura, CA 93004
(805) 671-9700  •  TheOrchardSeniorLiving.com

ASK ABOUT OUR SUMMER 
MOVE IN SPECIALS. 

WE HAVE STUDIOS, ONE BEDROOMS AND 
TWO BEDROOM UNITS AVAILABLE. 

SCHEDULE A VISIT TODAY! 
805-671-9700

10949 Telegraph Road, Ventura, CA 93004
(805) 671-9700  •  TheOrchardSeniorLiving.com

Basking in the fresh coastal air and redis-
covering the joy of bike riding reminis-
cent of childhood, many older Ventura 
residents are embarking on a new kind 
of journey. Cycling Without Age Ventura 
has arrived in the community, offering 
residents renewed vitality and connection 
through a unique, free program. The local 
chapter is part of a worldwide movement 
dedicated to enhancing quality of life 
through shared cycling experiences.
	 The Trishaw e-bike — a combination 
rickshaw-style electric bike with the 
driver positioned at the back — was first 
introduced in Copenhagen, Denmark, by 
Ole Kassow in 2012. The concept made 
its way to the United States through 
Bentonville, Arkansas, via the Gnargo 
Bike Company. Newer models are lighter 
and more efficient, capable of carrying 
up to 300 pounds while navigating hills 
and inclines with ease. The trishaws are 
equipped with seat belts, and wheelchairs 

can be accommodated. Volunteer “pilots” 
receive regular training to safely operate 
the bikes.
	 Locally, co-founders Michael Mariani 
and Dan Ayers launched Cycling Without 
Age Ventura in September 2025. Both 
were inspired after watching a documen-
tary at the Ventura Land Trust’s Wild and 
Scenic Movie Festival.
	 Rides typically last between 45 
minutes and an hour, winding through 
parks, beaches, bike paths and areas 
near care facilities. “We love meeting 
new people and riding a bike outdoors,” 
Mariani said. “Passengers enjoy going 
anywhere with beautiful scenery and 
people to visit with.” He recalled one 
passenger, Eloise, who announced at age 
88 that it was her first-ever bike ride.
	 Eight trishaws are currently in use in 
Santa Barbara, with more being added 
in Ventura and Ojai. Ventura’s bikes are

Continued on page 8
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Senior Living

1220 Cypress Point Lane · Ventura · cypressplaceseniorliving.com
Call (805) 835-4072 for more information.

LIC # 567609978

Cypress Place

1220 Cypress Point Lane · Ventura · cypressplaceseniorliving.com

Independent 
Living that 

Moves With You 

At Cypress Place enjoy  
award-winning, active 

 senior living that keeps up  
with what you need, when  

you need it. Live life how you 
want— Chef-curated meals,  

enriching activities, and  
supportive care services  

are all available.

> ON-SITE PT/OT THERAPIES
> ON-SITE HOME HEALTH PARTNER
> DAILY EXERCISE AND WELLNESS

  Call (805) 835-4072 to Schedule a Tour

LIC#565850555

Each year, CAREGIVERS volunteers deliver single roses to share the love on 
Valentine’s Day with local seniors.
	 This year, CAREGIVERS will coordinate rose deliveries on Friday, Feb. 
13. Volunteers may visit the CAREGIVERS offices to pick up roses anytime 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Roses will be provided along with a printed list of 
delivery addresses and information for each senior. To maximize convenience, 
each volunteer will be assigned three to four deliveries, based on proximity to 
their home.
	 Volunteers are encouraged to post photos of their deliveries on social 
media in real time. CAREGIVERS will also share photos and stories submitted 
by volunteers that highlight their rose delivery experiences.
	 If you are available to volunteer, please RSVP by Monday, Feb. 2, by calling 
805-658-8530 or emailing Barbara at connect@vccaregivers.org.

Wind, Wheels and Connection
Continued from page 7 
being named after the Channel Islands, 
including Santa Cruz and Anacapa. While 
the program primarily serves older adults, it 
is also available to individuals with mobility 
challenges who would benefit from time 
outdoors. Rides are offered at local care 
facilities and mobile home parks, and 
residents may also coordinate participation 
through their health care providers. Weekly 
scheduled rides are currently available at 
The Lexington in Ventura and The Gables 
in Ojai, with additional locations planned.
	 The organization’s motto reflects 
its mission: Cycling Without Age is a 
worldwide movement that aims to provide 
joy and vitality to older adults through the 
magic of the bicycle. Through the simple 

act of sharing a bike ride, it fosters a sense of 
community and gathers invaluable stories, 
unlocked only by wind and wheels.
	 Retired Breeze publisher Sheldon 
Brown recently took a ride and shared his 
experience. “This was a most enjoyable and 
fun ride,” Brown said. “Michael, the captain, 
and Kay, who directed traffic on her bike, 
were wonderful. They kept up great conver-
sation and took me to places I didn’t know 
existed, stopping along the way to talk with 
people. As soon as they brought me home, 
I went to the Cycling Without Age site and 
donated to this wonderful program. You 
should sign up for a great time.”
	 Cycling Without Age Ventura is funded 
through donations. Tax-deductible contri-
butions can be made at cwa-ventura.org/
support.

Photo by Sheldon Brown.

Riders enjoy a leisurely trishaw ride through Ventura, taking in coastal views, fresh air, 
and the simple pleasure of being outdoors

You’re Invited: Be a Rose 
Delivery Volunteer!




